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ADVERTISEMENT, 


THE Public is informed, if the Public 
concern themſelves in the matter, that the 


condenſing of ſentiment which may be re- 
marked and perhapsblamedin this Diſcourſe, 
was judged neceſſary to prevent the appear- 
ance of different things coming from the 
pulpit and from the preſs. The Audience 


is alſo informed, on the ſame ſuppoſition, 


that ſome things dropt in the delivery, 


chiefly for the ſake of brevity, are now 


reſtored. 


TO 


T0 
THE HONOURABLE 


GEORGE LESLIE. 


MY DEAR SIR, 


THE choice of a name to 
which this Diſcourſe on Compa- 
ny {ſhould be inſcribed, was as 
early as the ſuggeſtion to mul- 
tiply the copies. That one of 
the Family of Melvill ſhould 


be 
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be thought of to adorn the page 
of the Miniſter of Monimail, will 


— 


appear very natural. If a tribute 
of reſpect is meant by an inſcrip- 
tion, that reſpect is due. If pa- 
tronage is deſired, where can it 


be more readily expected to a 


performance which is meant 
to promote the morals or the 
happineſs of men? But Mr 
GEORGE LESLIE's name graces 
my exhortations on other ac- 
counts. He has grown up under 
my Miniſtry. I feel for him the 
affection of a Friend, the anxiety 
of a Parent, the concern of a 
Miniſter. He will not refuſe me 


the honour of addreſſing him in 
this manner, after the many plea- 
ling inſtances of friendſhip I have 
enjoyed 
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enjoyed in the days that are paſt. 
He will impute this Addreſs much 
more to affection than to ambi- 
tion. It is agreeable to me to 
publiſh my Regard as extenſive- 


ly as my Diſcourſe. It is agree- 


able for me to think of my ho- 


nourable Friend's name connected 
with mine 1n this public manner. 
He has often allowed me to ſug- 
geſt advice as his Miniſter and as 
his Friend. I attend him with 
my belt prayers and warmeſt wiſh- 
es when he launches on the ocean 
of life. My Letter and Diſcourſe 
will remind him of one to whom 
his every intereſt is dear. May he 
ever walk in the way of good 

men, 
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men, and keep the paths of the 
righteous. 


1 am reſpectfully, 


My dear SIR, 


your affectionate Friend, 


4 
and very humble ſervant, 
SAMUEL MARTIN. | 
Monimail, July 
* 78 5. 
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Proverbs 11. 10. 21. 


When wiſdom entereth into thine heart, and knows 
ledge is pleaſant unto thy ſoul, 11. Diſcretion 
ſhall preſerve thee, underſtanding ſhall keep 
thee : 12. To deliver thee from the way of the 
evil man, from the man that ſpeaketh froward 
things: 13. Who leave the paths of uprightneſs, 
to wwalk in the ways of darkneſs : 14. Who re- 
joice to do evil, and delight in the frowardneſs 
of the wicked : 15. Whoje ways are crooked, and 
they froward in their paths. 16. To deliver thee 
from the flrange woman, even from the ſtrange? 
which flattereth with her words: 17. Which 
forſaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth 
the covenant of her God. 18. For her houſe 
inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the 
dead. 19. None that go unto her return again, 
neither take they held of the paths of life. 20. 
That thou mayęſt walk in the way of goed men, 
and keep the paths of the rightecus, 


L L Scripture, ſays the Apoſtle, is 
given by inſpiration of God, and 

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
B cortreckion, 
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correction, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 


neſs; that the man of God, the truly pi- 


ous, may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed 


unto all good works, In the Revelations 
vouchſafed to mankind, every method is 
employed for making men wiſe unto ſal- 
vation. By reaſoning and expoſtulation, 
by the moſt alluring promiſes, by the moſt 
awful threatenings, ſinners are entreated 
toreturn to God, and to walk in his ways; 
and ſaints are perſuaded and determined to 
adhere to the love and practice of true re- 
ligion. For theſe purpoſes, the glories 


of the divine holineſs, juſtice, truth, and 


goodneſs, are unfolded; the excellence 
and happineſs of religion, the baſeneſs and 


wretchedneſs of apoſtacy from God, are 


exhibited in the moſt ſtriking and affecting 
repreſentations. For theſe purpoſes, line 
upon line, precept upon precept, are ad- 


dreſſed to us. For theſe purpoſes, the or- 


dinances of religion were inſtituted, and 
are ſtill continued and bleſſed of God. In 
this book of Proverbs, the Lord employs 

LE the 
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the compaſſion of a parent towards the child 


of his tender affection, in addreſſing the 


ſons of men. What Solomon ſays to his 
ſon is ſpoken by the Lord to all Who will 
attend to his inſtructions. Happy, thrice 
happy are they who hear the inſtructions 
of their heavenly Father, into whoſe heart 
wiſdom entereth, unto whoſe ſoul his Know- 
ledge is pleaſant : They ſhall be preſerved 
from evil, they ſhall be kept in ſafety : In 
particular, they ſhall be ſaved from the 
company, the contagion, and wretchedneſs 
of bad men and bad women ; they ſhall 
aſſociate with the good, and partake of 
their excelience and felicity. Theſe effects 
of true religion are ſtrongly aſſerted in tluis 
beautiful paſſage, to which your attention 
is turned, as tlie ſubject of the preſent ex- 
cerciſes. 


Verſes 10. 11. When wiſdom entereth 
* into thine heart, and knowledge 1s plea- 
* fant unto thy ſoul, diſcretion ſhall preſerve 
* thee, underſtanding ſhall keep thee,” 


In 
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In the ſcriptures, and eſpecially in this 
book, wiſdom and knowledge are often u- 
ſed for religion. Religion is the effect of 
the divine wiſdom. Religion manifeſts the 


divine wiſdom. Religion renders men tru- 


ly wile ; it is their higheſt wiſdom. On 
theſe various accounts, religion and wiſ- 
dom are uſed with much propriety, as 
words of the ſame import in common diſ- 
courſe, as well as in the word of God. 
The paſſages of the ſacred writings are 
many and familiar, in which wiſdom in 
all theſe ſenſes 1s uſed for true religion. 


Whether the diſtinctions in the divine 


nature clearly taught in the New Teſta- 
ment could have been certainly collected 
from the addreſſes and characters of wiſe 
dom in this book, may be queſtioned. For 
Chriſtians, however, who knew the word, 


or wiſdom of God, was in the beginning 


with Ged, was with the Father before the 
beginning of the world, and was God, it 
js exceedingly natural to apply the cha- 

TER wen 
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. 
racters and addreſſes of wiſdom in the Old 
Teſtament to the Son of God. Many 
think they perceive and have to acknow- 
ledge more than the boldneſs and frequen- 


cy of eaſtern deſcription and perſonification 


in the expoſtulations, the joys, the muni- 
ficence, the works of wiſdom. Can the 
reſemblance be overlooked, or fail to ſtrike 
us ? Can the interpretation appear forced 
or unnatural ? At any rate, my friends, 


the faith of the divinity of Chriſt neceſſa- 


rily ſuppoſes and maintains, that all that 1s 


revealed flows from the Father and the Son, 


from the Son of God, the Word or Wiſ- 
dom of God, the head of his church which 


he loved, and over which he preſided in 


every age. 1 add alſo, that, when we 
ſpeak of wiſdom as religion, it is proper, 
or rather it is abſolutely neceſlary, for 
Chriſtians to refer to the ſyſtem of religion 
completed by the manifeſtation of the Son 
of God in our world. The goſpel is the 
laſt and beſt diſpenſation of the grace of 
God, God, who in ſundry times and in 

different | 
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different portions of the ſyſtem of truths to 
be propoſed to men, ſpake in time paſt un- 
to the fathers by the prophets, ſpeaks un- 
to us now by his Son, whom he hath ap- 
pointed heir of all things, and by whom al- 
ſo he made the worlds. When religion or 
wiſdom 1s recommended to Chriſtians, it 
muſt be underſtood of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, and there is no need of any apology 


in referring to the goſpel, whether the theme 


of diſcourſe be taken from the books of the 
Old or of the New Teſtament. 
Wiſdom entering into the heart, and 


knowledge becoming pleaſant to the ſoul, 
are phraſes of the ſame, or nearly of the 


ſame ſigniſication. Sentences ſo coupled, 
repetitions of this ſort, if they may be ſo 
called, have an excellent effect; they fre- 
quently occur in ſcripture, eſpecially in the 
writings of David and Solomon. Under- 
ſtanding wiſdom and knowledge as ſigni- 
fying true religion, it is here aſſerted of the 
religious, that they have that attention and 


diſcernment, that prudence and caution, 
| which 
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which will prove their guard and ſecurity. 
The truly religious are out of the reach of 
many of the evils to which the irreligious 
are expoſed, and under which they labour: 
They are, by their principles and diſpoſt- 
tions, enabled to repel the attacks which 
fall with all their violence upon the wick- 
ed. | 

Protection and ſecurity are not always con- 
nected with hearing the beſt inſtructions, 


and enjoying the moſt hopeful means of 


knowledge and religion. Favoured with the 


beſt inſtructions, and the moſt hopeful means, 
and placed in the moſt deſirable ſituation 


for improvement in goddneſs, many, alas! 


have remained unaffected and unchanged, 
expoſed to all the ills of irreligion, which 
have often fallen on them with accumula- 
ted ruin; to uſe the ſtrong language of 


the Apoſtle, © the ſavour of life unto life 


© has become to them the ſavour of death 
* unto death.” This, ſays our Lord, is 
* the condemnation that light has come in- 
to the world, and men love darkneſs ra- 


ther 


* 


* ther than the light, becauſe their deeds 


are evil.“ It is only when wiſdom enter- 
eth into the heart, and knowledge is plea- 


ſant unto the ſoul, that underſtanding pre- 
ſerves us, that diſcretion keeps us. When 
we perceive the truth and excellence of 
true religion, when it employs the facul- 
ties, gains the heart, and forms the tem- 
per, we become diſcerning and wiſe, and 
either removed from the worſt of ills, or 
able to endure their aſſault, 

How is it that wiſdom entereth not in- 
to the heart, that knowledge is not plea- 
ſant to the foul of man, ſeeing knowledge 
and wiſdom are ſo neceſſary to the perfec- 
tion and bleſſedneſs of human nature? To 
depart from the phraſeology of Solomon, 
whence is it that men do not reverence 
and believe, and obey the revelations of 
God to man, the ſcriptures of truth, ſhewn 
to be of God by many infallible proofs, 
atteſted by the moſt unexceptionable wit- 
neſſes, accompanied with the moſt evident 
demonſtrations of divine interpoſition, 


ſtamped 
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ſtamped with the moſt ſtriking ſignatures 


of a heavenly original, and tranſmitted 
pure and entire from generation to gene- 


_ ration ? 


The ſuitableneſs of religion to the ſtate 
and exigencies of mankind, the wiſdom 
and propriety of its various parts, its gene- 
ral tendency, its immediate effects, the 
character it forms, the conſolation it im- 
parts, the private and public, the preſent 
and future felicity it inſpires and ſecures, 
{ſeparately conſidered, but eſpecially when 
united together, can they fail to gaia the 
heart, and to be pleaſant to the ſoul ? 

When religion is believed, and received, 
and obeyed, it proves a defence and pro- 
tection ; it ſaves from evil, and ſecures en- 


joyment; it awakens the mind to a ſenſe 


of its condition ; it draws forth exerciſes, 
and improves the faculties, by wiſely em- 


ploying the preſent; it provides for futu- 


rity. Religion thus becomes or forms a 


a guard and protection preferable to all 
the care and aid of others, or which can 


8 e 
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be erected or commanded by wealth, or 
power, or worldly wiſdom. We are pre- 
vented, however, from conſidering the 
protection and ſafety of the righteous, re- 
ſpecting good and evil in general, by this 
paſſage referring particularly, if not ſole- 
ly, to the miſchiefs and wretchedneſs of 


the ſociety of wicked men and wicked wo- 
men. 


* Verſes 12. 13. 14. 15, To deliver thee 
* from the way of the evil man, from the 
* man that ſpeaketh froward things ; who 
* leave the paths of uprightneſs to walk in 
* the ways of darkneſs; who rejoice to 
do evil, and delight in the frowardneſs 
of the wicked; whoſe ways are crooked, 
land they froward in their paths.“ 


Wide is the gate, and broad is the way 
that leadeth to deſtruction, and many 
there be who go in thereat. In every 
age, alas! have men been found whoſe 
principles and diſcourſe, whole conduct 

and 
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and pleaſures have been irreligious. In 
the deſcription before us, Solomon ſeems 
to mark the various ſtages of inctea— 
ſing wickedneſs. Profane converſation is 
exceeded by ceaſing to do good, and learn- 
ing to do evil, by leaving the paths of up- 
rightneſs to walk in the ways of darknels ; 
but they have accuſtomed themſelves to do 
evil, they have hardened themſelves in ſin, 
who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the 
frowardneſs of the wicked. The firſt leads 
to the ſecond, and practice and habit ren- 
der every thing our choice; they are a= 
bandoned indeed who rejoice to .do evil, 
and delight in the .rowardnels of the wick- 
ed! 

The ftrength and beauty of deſcription 
in theſe characters, cannot eſcape the molt 
ſuperficial reader. The good and the bad 
are artfully compared and contraſted, The 
one attraQs our eſteem, the other excitcs 
our averſion. Can we think of walking 
in the ways of darkneſs, rejoicing in evil, 

| -and 
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and perſevering in crooked and perverſe 
courſes ? 

When religion is loved and obeyed, we 
are delivered from evil men. Unhappy- 
are they who are not delivered from the 
wicked, who aſſociate with the wicked, 
1mbibe their principles, form on their ex- 
amples, and imitate their manners. Un- 
happy are they who chuſe for their com- 
panions thoſe who are known to have caſt 
off the fear of God, and indulge their law- 
leſs paſſions ; whoſe hearts are polluted, 
whoſe lives are diſtinguiſhed by vices of 
whatever kind, By their example, wick- 
ed men prove ruinous, and enſnaring to 


many. One ſinner, by example only, has 


often deſtroyed much good, The infec- 
tion is more virulent and ſpreading, when 


numbers are of profligate principles and 
practice. A little leaven leaveneth a whole 


lump ; a large maſs will more ſpeedily and 
more - extenſively corrupt good principles 
and morals. It is eaſy to follow a multi- 


rude in doing evil; by numbers we are 


COUN- 


n 


countenanced, ſhame is loſt, or rather de- 
ſerts to the enemy, and, of the guardian 


of virtue, becomes the protectreſs of vice; 
a notion of greater ſafety is cheriſhed ; 
nay, a ſort of generoſity and manly , 
ſpirit, a ſuperiority to prejudice, and the 
weakneſs of bigots and enthuſiaſts, are 
ſuppoſed to be ſeen in the irreligious, and 
are affected by their imitators. But it is 
not by example only that wicked men 
lead others into their wicked ways and 
froward paths. They are active, and aſſi- 


duous, and zealous; they lay plans, they 


uſe arguments. Irony, ridicule, wit, are 
employed in gaining proſelytes; their 
words eat like a gangrene. By their 
ſpeeches and conduct, many, eſpecially of 
the young, are ſeduced and enticed from 
the paths of religion and ſobriety, Evil 
communications corrupt good manners. 
The more ſtaid and virtuous have been 
polluted by the converſation of the wick - 
ed. 1 tremble to think of the credulous, 
the inexperienced, the lovers of pleaſure, 


the 
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the impatient of controul, enſnared, per- 
verted, ruined, by the company of men 
of profligate principles and practice. But 
the young, as well as the old, into whoſe 


heart wiſdom entereth, to whoſe ſoul. 


knowledge is pleaſant, are delivered from 
the way of the-evil man ; in other words, 
the truly religious will avoid the company 
of the wicked, will not be perverted by 
their example or their principles, will be 
on their guard againſt their deſigns. Freed 
from violent paſſion, diveſted of prejudice, 
governed by reaſon and conſcience, awed 


by the authority, allured by the grace of 
God, they ſave themſelves from the un- 


toward generation of the irreligious. On 
the ſhield of faich, the darts of profane 


argument and wit make no impreſſion. 
To the forward and noiſy offer of pleaſure 


in fin by the irreligious, purer, more cer- 


tain, perennial, pleaſures are oppoſed; their 
authority of number and example is out- 
weighed by the excellent of the earth, the 
wiſeſt and the beſt, the approbation of 

con- 
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conſcience, the preſence and applauſe of 
the angels of God, the countenance and 
plaudit of the ſupreme, the judge, the ſtan- 
dard, the rewarder of excellence. Eſpe- 
cially are the truly religious delivered from 
the wicked by their own experience of the 
excellence and comforts of holineſs. Can 
we join the wicked ; can we be led away 
by their errors and fall from our own ſted- 
faſtneſs, and turn again unto folly ; we 
who have taſted the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord, the peace and joy of faith and hope, 
the pleaſures of devotion, of ſuperiority to 
paſſion, of the exertions and attainments 
of goodneſs, of a participation of the di- 
vine nature, and of the divine felicity ? 
We will not walk in the counſel of the un- 
godly, nor ſtand in the way of ſinners, 
nor fit in the ſeat of the ſcornful. 


When wiſdom entereth into thy heart, 


and knowledge is pleaſant to thy ſoul, 
* diſcretion ſhall preſerve thee, under- 


* ſtanding ſhall Keep thee ; to deliver alſo 
n 
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from wicked women. Verſes 16. 17. 18. 
19. To deliver thee from the ſtrange 
woman, even from the ſtranger that flat- 
© tereth with her words, which forſaketh 
the guide of her youth, and forgetteth 
© the covenant of her God. For her houſe 
* inclineth unto death, and her paths unto 
the dead; none that go into her return 
* again, neither take they hold of the paths 
© of life. 


| Thoſe who are enticed and enſnared by 
the company of wicked men, are eaſily 
prevailed with to join them in their lewd- 
neſs and debauchery, are eaſily introduced 
into the company of wicked women. Vice 
often puts on the ſemblance of virtue : 
Then it is moſt dangerous : Much diſguiſe 


and deceit are employed : The appearance 
of gentleneſs and affection is aſſumed by 


ſtrange women, by thoſe who have aban- 
doned the paths of innocence. and truth, 
and are governed by intereſt, caprice, and 
paſſion. The arts of wicked women are 

referred 
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referred to in this paſſage. She flattereth 
with her mouth. So chapter v. ver. 3. 
The lips of a ſtrange woman drop as a 
honey comb, and the mouth is ſmoother 
than oil.“ In the 7th chapter, her cha- 
racter and addreſs, and power, are more 
minutely deſcribed. I read only the conclu- 
ding part of that ſtriking repreſentation : It 
begins at the ſixth verſe ; from the twenty- 
firſt, we are preſented with her influence 
over the young man void of underſtanding, 
and his ſimplicity and ruin. Verſes 21. 22, 
23. * With her much fair ſpeech ſhe 
'* cauſed him to yield ; with the flattering 
of her lips ſhe forced him: He goeth af- 
ter her ſtraight way as an ox goeth to the. 
ſlaughter, or as a fool to the correction 
of the ſtocks : Till a dart ſtrike through 
his liver as a bird haſteth' to the ſnare 
© and knoweth not that it is for his life.“ 
Similar hiſtories, only with the difference 
of modern manners, are not unknown in 
our own days. The diſguiſes of wicked 
women may be ſhowy and alluring, but are 
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eaſily detected by the diſcerning. But, as a 
bird haſteth to the ſnare (to borrow the com- 
pariſon from the paſſage now quoted), the 
unprincipled and diſſipated companions of 
the wicked are eaſily blinded, enſnared, 
and ruined by the arts and blandiſhments 
of deſigning diſſolute women. 

To ſeduce from the paths of religion, 
men ule ridicule, and inſult, and argument, 
Women have recourſe to addreſs and ftra- 
tagem ; though to others, and to thoſe o- 
ver whom they gain the aſcendant, they 


are often fierce, loud, and imperious. 


What is moſt lamentable, and is parti- 
cularly obſerved by Solomon in this paſ- 
ſage, is the continuance of the powers of 
wicked women, and of unlawful pleaſures: 
* They return not again, they take not 
© hold of the paths of life.” The ſons of 
pleaſure, as they call themſelves, once en- 
tangled in the net ſpread for them, find 
they are held by ſtronger bands than they 


imagined, or rather they perceive not their 


ſlavery : They are pleaſed with the ſilken 
| cords 
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cords with which they are bound: Re- 
flection forſakes them: Paſſion becomes 
more headſtrong through indulgence : 
Habits are formed: A ſpurious ſort of ge- 
neroſity and compaſſion, and even of 
ſhame itſelf, prevents their return to take 
hold of the paths of life. 

But they into whoſe heart wiſdom enter-- 
eth, unto whoſe ſoul knowledge is pleaſant, 
are delivered from the evil woman: They 
ſee through her falſe ways, they perceive 
her diſguiſed heart, they deteſt her infamous 


manners. Whether they confider her as 
connected with her parents, and thoſe who 


had the charge of her education ; or in 
her relation to God and his government, 
and honour, they muſt regard her with 
abhorrence. She forſaketh the guide of 
her youth. What parent is ſo hardened 
and abandoned, to whom the frowardneſs 
and vice of a daughter are not wounds the 
moſt painful and incurable ? If the parent 


is affectionate and virtuous, and has been 


at all pains to inſtill worthy principles, to 


form 
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form good diſpoſitions and good manners, 


if both parents have acquitted themſelves 
with care and fidelity in her education, 
and expet from her their higheſt enjoy- 
ment: What a ſhocking character! Loſt 
to duty and to ſhame, ſpreading vice and 
infamy around her, bringing down their 
gray hairs with forrow to the grave! Can 
ſuch a woman, ſo froward, {0 ſelf-willed, 
ſo cruel, but be the object 4 abhorrence? 

* She forgetteth the covenant of her 
God. God hath in every diſpenſation 
of religion manifeſted his diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt impurity and ſenſuality. By law- 


Jeſs pleaſures our natures are degraded, 


our diſtinction is loſt, we become like the 
beaſts chat periſh. By lawleſs pleaſure e- 
ſpecially, the beauties of the female charac- 
ter are deſtroyed. Mildneſs, modeſty, ſin- 


cerity, are exchanged for fierceneſs, impu- 


dence, and falſchood: The objects of love 
become the objects of averſion: | Beauty 
ceaſes to be lovely : Parts and wit polluted 
and perverted, ceaſe to charm. 


He 
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He that regardeth the covenant of his 
God muſt abhor every violation of God's 
law, and mult attend to all the precepts of 
religion: He is affected with the warnings 
and threatenings of the word of God: He 
conſiders the natural conſequences of vice, 
and the puniſhments with. which God will 
viſit the wicked, The precepts that re- 
quire ſanctity of manners, and condemn 
licentiouſneſs, are particularly expreſs and 
earneſt, in this book of Proverbs. The hiſ- 
tory of Providence ſhews us, that, becauſe 
of diſſoluteneſs of manners, the wrath of 
God comes upon the children of diſobe- 
dience ; and the New Teſtament again and 
again declares, that the ſenſual and im 
pure ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Gad. 
Like Joſeph, he that regardeth the cove- 
nant of God, will ſay, when tempted by 
wicked men or wicked women, How can 
I do this wickedneſs and fin againſt God? 
He that is abhorred of the Lord, falls into 


their ſnares : He that feareth the Lord ſhall 


be delivered, 
That 
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That which determines the man, into 
whoſe heart wiſdom entereth, and to 
whoſe ſoul knowledge is pleaſant, to fly 
the ſociety of wicked women, ſays Solo- 
mon, is the tendency and iſſue of a diſſo- 
lute courſe of life. * Her houſe inclineth 
© unto death, and her paths unto the dead.” 

All may ſeem gaiety and pleaſure, feſti- 
vity and joy, at preſent ; but the wiſe will 
ſay, Whither does all this tend? How 


will it terminate? What has been the end 
of a diſſolute life? 


What fruit have the ſons and daughters 
of pleaſure had in their licentious delights ? 


Their vices naturally produce wretchedneſs. 
What can be expected, or rather what 


has been obſerved in the habitations of the 
wicked, or in a courſe of exceſs and de- 
bauchery ? Alas! it is not imagination that 
paints the ſhocking picture, and tells the 
horrid tale ; the mind enfeebled and de- 
baſed ; the conſtitution ſhattered ; the ſub- 
ſtance ſquandered ; poverty and contempt 
| purſuing 
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purſuing them and theirs; premature old 
age; and hopeleſs death. 

But, is this the ſurmiſe of any of my 
audience, why diſcourſe of ſenſuality and 
diſſolute manners to thoſe who ſeparate 
themſelves from the world, who worſhip 
God, who are the beſt friends, the ſup- 
ports and patterns of true religion ? Would 
to God theſe characters belonged to every 
one who hears me! Could they be juſtly 
claimed by every one of you,—yet are you 
entirely out of the reach of temptation ? 
Have there never been examples of depar- 
tures from the paths of purity in thoſe who 
might have been ſuppoſed moſt pure and 
eſtabliſhed ? Paul ſays to his beloved ſon 
Timothy, in whoſe virtue and piety he 
expreſles the higheſt confidence, keep thy- 
* ſelf pure, flee youthful luſts.' The Lord 
Jeſus exhorts his choſen twelve to take 
head to themſelves, leſt at any time their 
hearts ſhould be overcharged with ſurfeit- 
ing and drunkenneſs, 


To 
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To preſerve an abhorrence of vice, to 
ſecure virtue, to awaken compaſſion and 
zeal, and activity in the friends of virtue, 
the guardians of morals, the miniſters of 


religion, are moſt important objects. Is 
there need of indulgence to an attempt for 
promoting ſuch worthy purpoſes ? nor will 
the pure and eſtabliſhed Chriſtian regret it 
as a waſte of time, or an improper exerciſe, 
that may ſerve to awaken and to reclaim 
but one of the ſons and daughters of diſſi- 
pation and vice. 

From another ſurmiſe there is greater 
cauſe of uneaſineſs. We will be more 
prudent, may ſome ſay, we will not plunge 
ourſelves into all the ills that have been re- 
ferred to, and in which others have been 
loſt. There are ſober men, who do not 
obſerve the reſtraints of religion, 

By ſuppoſitions and reaſonings of this 
ſort, it is feared, many deceive and ruin 
themſelves. They do not find it fo eaſy 
to retreat as they once believed ; they are 
enſnared and entangled ; they return not 
N | SE again 
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again to take hold of the paths of life. 
Little do they reflect that the ſober men 
who regard not the reſtraints of religion, 
manifeſt the greateſt enmity to the goſpel, 
and that, under the veil of prudence and 
moderation, the meaneſt ſelfiſhneſs, and 
the moſt ſhocking cruelties, have often 
been concealed. But, my friends, I beſeech 
you, what is all the ſuppoſed reſpectability 
of vice, compared to the genuine amiable- 
neſs and. worth of true religion? Is it but 
probable, might we ſay to the intended 
cautious ſinner, is it but probable that Chri- 
ſtianity is of a divine original ? Should it 
prove true, where will the enemies of the 
| goſpel appear when Chriſt cometh to judge 
the world in righteouſneſs? But I addreſs, 
I truſt, thoſe who believe the goſpel is of 
God. I entreat you, in the words of St 
Paul, that you deceive not yourſelves : 
He not deceived, God is not mocked : 
* Whatever a man ſows that ſhall he reap: 
If you ſow to the fleſh, you ſhall of the 
* fleſh reap corruption: If you through 
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* the ſpirit mortify the deeds of the body, 
* you ſhall live. 
Are you, my friends, delivered from the 


company of the thoroughly abandoned of 
either ſex ? It 1s well : But true religion, 


and the prudence it inſpires, requires more. 
While the completely wicked excite hor- 
ror, every tendency or approach towards 
this character is to be dreaded. Though 
men and women are not loſt to a ſenſe of 
decency and ſhame altogether, they may 
be very dangerous companions ; from them 
we may receive injury inſtead of advan- 
tage, wretchednefs inſtead of expected fe- 
licity. If they do not live under a ſenſe 
of religion ; if they do not exerciſe them- 
ſelves unto godlineſs; if they are luke- 
warm; if they conform to the world; if 
they are extravagant, ſelfiſh, capricious, 
ſtubborn, clamorous ; if they are lovers of 
pleaſures more than lovers of God, and 
find more happineſs in the amuſements 
and gaieties of life than in devotion 
and the exerciſes of religion ; from ſuch 

com- 
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companions, from ſuch wives and ſuch 


huſbands, much evil may be dreaded, much 
evil has often been experienced. 

Wiſdom diſpoſeth to walk in the way of 
good men, and to keep the paths of the 
righteous. 

Good men and good women are the ex- 
cellent of the earth, with whom the friends 
of religion aſſociate, and in whom they 
delight. The deſcription of the wicked 
reverſed is the character of the good. 
Their ſpeech is grace ſeaſoned with ſalt, 
their converſation is chaſte coupled with 
fear; they leave the paths of darkneſs to 
walk in the ways of light; they rejoice to 
do good, and delight in the obedience of 
the righteous; their ways are ſtraight, they 
perſevere in their duty. 

Goodneſs is amiable in all; it is pecu- 
liarly attractive in women profeſſing and 
practiſing godlineſs; whole adorning, whoſe 
chief ornament, is not the outward adorn- 
ing of plaiting the hair and wearing of 
; gold, 
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gold, or putting on of apparel, but is that 
which is not corruptible, the ornament of 
a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in the? 
night of God of great price: A virtuous 
woman openeth her mouth with wiſdom, 
and in her tongue is the law of kindneſs : 


Modeſt and ingenuous, ſhe ſpeaketh the 
truth in her heart, a ſtranger. to artifice 


and impoſition, Attached to her relations, 
grateful to her friends, the ornament of her 
inſtructors, the comfort of her parents, the 
bleſſing of ſociety. Her graces, and vir- 
tues, and worth, ſtill increaſe in all the ſta- 
tions ſhe holds, in all the charaQers ſhe 
ſuſtains, in every condition of life ; be- 
cauſe ſhe forgetteth not the covenant of 
her God. 
- Favour is deceitful and beauty is vain ; 
wit is a ſharp and poliſhed inſtrument, 
miſchievous but in the hands of prudence; 
parts, and taſte, and many accompliſhments, 
have been found in the capricious, unfeel- 
ing, extravagant ; birth, and fortune, and 
Fab | friends, 
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friends, ſecure not from meanneſs, con- 


tempt, and poverty, have been connected 


ö with vanity, inſolence, and miſery; but 
A WOMAN THAT FEARETH THE LORD 


SHE SHALL BE PRAISED, 


Prov, 


Prov. ii. verſes 10. II. 20. 


When wiſdom entereth into thine heart, and 
knowledge is pleaſant unto thy ſoul, diſ- 
cretion ſhall preſerve thee, underſtanding 
ſhall keep thee—that thou mayeſt walk 
in the way of good men, and keep the 
paths of the righteous, | 


E who abhorreth that which is evil, 

will cleave to that which is good, 

'Fhe diſcretion and underſtanding that de- 

liver from bad men and bad women, will 

determine us to walk in the way of good 

men, and to keep the paths of the righte- 

ous : In other words, to prize their com- 

pany, to aſſociate with them, and to imi- 
tate their example. 

The 


” WW. 1 

The love of God and goodneſs, and 
the love of good men, are inſeparable. 
They who love God becauſe he is holy, 
juſt, good, and faithful, will love faith- 
ful, good, juſt, and holy men. They 
who love the father will love his chil- 
dren, who bear his image. He that 
ſays he loves God, and hates his brother, 
who reſembles God, is a liar. He that lo- 
veth not his brother whom he hath ſeen, 
| how can he love God, whom he hath not 
ſeen ? Love the brotherhood ; beloved, let 
us love one another, are apoſtolical precepts; 
for love is the characteriſtic of Chriſtians, 
Hereby, ſays our Lord, * ſhall all men 
© know that you are my Abe if you 
* love one another. 

The love of God and wa natu- 
rally and neceſſarily diſlikes and avoids the 
company and communications of the wick- 
ed. If we ſay we have fellowſhip with 
him and walk in darkneſs, we lie, and do 
not the truth, Walk as children of the 
hight, and have no fellowſhip with the un- 

fruitful 
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fruitful works of darkneſs, but rather re- 


prove them. Be not ye unequally yoked 


together with unbelievers ; for what fel- 


lowſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrighte- 
ouſneſs ; and what communion hath light 
with darkneſs? and what concord hath 
Chriſt with Belial ; or what part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel ? and what 
agreement hath the temple of the Lord 


with idols ?—' Come out from among 


them, and be ye ſeparate, and touch not 
the unclean thing. 


Naturally and neceſſarily as affocinting 


with the good and avoiding the irreligious, 
diſtinguiſh thoſe into whoſe heart wiſdom 
enters, unto whoſe ſoul knowledge is plea- 
ſant, it is by no means unneceſſary to point 
out the advantages they derive from the 
company of the good, and to recommend 


it to them ſtill more and more to prize 
their company, aſſociate with them, and 
| imitate their example. 


Wiſdom and knowledge, temporal and 
ſpiritual, avail themſelves of every thing 
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that forward their deſigns. The under- 
ſtanding, inſpired by heavenly wiſdom, 
perceives the company and friendſhip of 
the good to he highly uſeful for for- 
warding the moſt important ends, for the 
promoting and perfecting of holineſs, for 
imparting and ſecuring real enjoyment, 
for advancing the intereſts of religion in 
the world for the glory of God. 

Let us briefly conſider how the ſociety of 
the good promotes theſe great objects, and 
thus recommend walking in the way of 
good men, and keeping the paths of the 
n 

The company and friendſhip of the 
1 are highly uſeful for prometing.g and 
perfecling of our holineſs. 

Happily reſcued from. ignorance, and 
folly, and vice, perceiving the excellence 
of religion, feeling its power, and taſting 
its plealures, ought not you to be defirous 
of every thing whereby you may be con- 
firmed in it, may grow in grace, abound 
in goodneſs, and bring forth the peaceable 
| . fruits 
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fruits of righteouſneſs ? Be aſſured, one of 
the moſt hopeful and ſucceſsful means for 
obtaining theſe purpoſes, 1s to aflociate with 

good men. | 
The happy influence of he company of 
the good has been ſo often, fo univerſally 
obſerved, the friendſhip of the' good has 
been ſo warmly, ſo repeatedly recommend- 
ed, that it is perhaps impoſſible to ſuggeſt 
any thing upon this ſubject, which has 
not been already prefſed upon you: But 
my queſtion and vindication is, have thoſe 
addreſſes been urged ſucceſsfully ? Every 
one has heard of the bleſſed effects of 
worthy example; every one has obſer- 
ved them. Experience arifes on every hand 
with a long liſt of ſtriking illuſtrations of 
the doctrine of our royal author; © he that 
walkerh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe.” Al- 
ſociate with the good. Thus you will ea- 
ſily perceive your imperfections and de- 
feats; nor will your pride be alarmed ; 
you will be aſhamed of evil ways. In their 
company you perceive the poſſibility, the ex- 
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cellence, the amiableneſs, of goodneſs. To- 
wards them your hearts will warm; you will 


approve, you will delight in their character; 
it will become the object of your worthy am - 


bition to go and do like them, Their holineſs 


will heighten your hatred of vice, as wel! 
as increaſe your cſteem and love of good- 
neſs. By the contemplation of the beauty 
of holineſs, the exertions and attainments 
of the ſaints, their dignity and enjoyments, 
you will become more confirmed in your ab- 
horrence of the conduct and character of 
the wicked. Thus, by their example, ſilent- 
ly, but often moſt ſucceſsfully, the worthy 
promote the love and practice of goodneſs 
in their companions. But they do not ſa- 
tisfy themſelves by ſhewing they believe 
in God, and are true Chriſtians, uniform - 
ly and habitually walking in the ways of 
God, and manifeſting their firm attach- 
ment to religion ; or, to uſe the words of 
our Lord, letting their light ſo to ſhine 


before men, that they, ſeeing their good 


works, may glorify their Father who is 
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in heaven.“ They more actively pro- 
mote the intereſts of religion, as they have 
opportunity, by inſtruction and advice, by 
warning and expoſtulation, by encouraging 


the hearts and ſtrengthening the hands of 
their companions. Their love of God 


and of men, their experience of the plea- 


ſures of religion, their own dangers, and 
ſtruggles, and ſucceſſes, prompt their friend- 


ly counſels, and qualify them to lead others 


in the paths of righteouſneſs. 

And ought not you, my friends, to avail 
yourſelves of every help to goodneſs? Were 
religion the ſpontaneous production of a 
fertile ſoil, though it would ſtill be wiſe to 
tend its growth and forward its perfection, 
leſs vigilance would ſuffice : Much aid were 


not required. But the ſoil is over-run with 


weeds, the tender plant muſt be reared with 
care, and every help for its ſtrength, and 
vigour, and fruitfulneſs, is to be ſought, 
and to be uſed with thankfulneſs and dili- 
rence. | 


Beſides, | 
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Beſides, you are ſurrounded every where 
with temptation and with danger. Here 
ſenſe is gratified ; there gain is ſecured ; 
but religion muſt be abandoned. Now 
happineſs is offered, anon miſery is threat- 
ened, to thoſe who walk in the ways of 
wiſdom, to ſeduce them into the paths of 
vice, They are expoſed by turns to force 
and fraud. They are aſſaulted with vari- 
ous, and even with oppolite temptations ; 
to prodigality, to covetouſneſs, to diſhpa- 
tion, to anxiety, to preſumption, to de- 
ſpondency. The deceitfulneſs of fin, the 
devices and ſnares of Satan, ſhew the ne- 
ceſſity of watchfulneſs, and of availing our- 
ſelves of all the aids of goodneſs. Avail 
yourſelves of the company and the friend- 
ſhip of the righteous. 

But, in a particular manner, the con- 
tagion of evil example, and the arts of the 
wicked, to turn men from the paths of 
wiſdom, enhance the company and friend- 
ſhip of the good. To be ſaved from the 
wicked, walk in the way of good men. 

| The 
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The reſpe& which even the worſt ſhew to 
men of worthy characters, will prove a 
protection to their | companions from the 
attempts and ſnares of the abandoned. It 
is good to be out of their reach, to be 
freed from the vexation and from the dan- 
ger ariſing from their communications. 
The eſteem you cheriſh, the worth you 
approve and imitate, the ſentiments you 
imbibe, the habits you form in the ſociety 
of the good, will ſave you from the unto- 
ward generation of the irreligious. Thus 
in every view, the company and friend- 
ſhip of the good is favourable to the pro- 
greſs. and perfection of holinels, 

in the /*cond place, wiſdom and know- 
ledge inſpire the diſcretion and underſtand- 
ing that determine to aſſociate with the 
good, becauſe of the happineſs enjoyed in 
their company and friendſhip. 

Nothing which communicates not ſatis- 
faction of one kind or other, more im- 


mediately or more remotely, is regarded, 


or indeed ought to be regarded, by the 
255 1 | wile, 
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wiſe. Think not you bid adieu to plea- 
ſure, when you are 'delivered from the 
ways of the wicked, and walk in the ways 
of good men, Their ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all their paths are peace. 
The very mention of the delights of 
virtuous friendſhip touches and warms the 
ſoul of the ſuſceptible and affectionate. A 
pleaſing and ſeducing ſubje& of contem- 
plation and of diſcourſe preſents itſelf be- 
fore us. We muſt contra the fail, nor 
roam too far on this flattering ſea. | 

By becoming holy and confirmed in ho- 
lineſs in the company of the good, your 
happineſs is great and ſecure; for HOL1- 
NESS IS HAPPINESS, From the natural 
unfoldings of genuine excellence, from 
the plans and labours of affection, the good 
works they perform, the happineſs they 
diffuſe, muſt reſult the pureſt pleaſure, and 
the moſt bleſsful affections are excited. If 
y ou yourſelves are the objects of their affec- 
tion and generoſity, muſt not the tender 
_ thrillings of a grateful mind renew and 
e cheriſh 
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cheriſh the ſentiments of eſteem, increaſe 


your attachment, and ſecure your imita- 
taut: 

A ſimilarity of diſpoſitions, of purſuits, 
and pleaſures, endears man to man. The 
attractions of the good are moſt powerful, 
moſt uniform, and laſting. In how many 
things is there a ſimilarity, or rather a 
ſameneſs in the pleaſures, purſuits, and diſ- 
poſitions of true Chriſtians ? © There is one 
* body,” ſays the Apoſtle, © and one ſpirit, 
* even as ye are called in one hope of your 
* calling. One Lord, one faith, one bap- 


* tiſm 3 one God and Father of all, who is 


* above all, and through all, and in you 
* all, What, then, muſt be the feelings, 
the ſympathies, the joys of Chriſtian 
- friendſhip! Their common intereſts, and 


work, and expectations, muſt not they 
form an attachment at once the moſt pure, 


the moſt laſting, and moſt delightful ? In 
forwarding each other's religious improve- 
ment and felicity, in going up to the houſe 
of God in company, taking ſweet counſel 

together, 
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together, and uniting together in prayer, 
and praiſe, and holy. joy, their heaven 1s 
already begun. Bleſſed is the man who 
* walketh not in the counſel of the ungod- 
ly, who ſtandeth not in the way of ſin- 
ners, who ſitteth not in the ſeat of the 


© ſcornful. Bleſſed is the man who walk- 


eth in the counſel of the righteous, who 
* ftandeth in the way of the good, who 
© ſitteth in the ſeat of the pious, and de- 
lights in the law of the Lord ! 

In the third place, the diſcretion and 


_ underſtanding of wiſdom affociate with 


the good, in order to promote the intereſts 
of religion and the ſalvation of men. 

* When wiſdom entereth into the heart, 
and knowledge is pleaſant unto the ſoul,” 
the heart is enlarged, the ſoul is deſirous 
of the profit of many, that they may be 
ſaved. And, can there be any thing de- 
viſed or recommended that more effectual- 


ly forwards theſe objects, ſo worthy in 


themſelves, and ſo dear to the truly reli- 
gious, than walking in the way of good 


men, and keeping the paths of the right- 
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edus ? By aſſociating with them, and fhews 
ing a marked preference of their character, 
you take a ſide, you openly declare your 
diſapprobation of the wicked. Yon con- 
tribute what you can to make them aſharned, 
What is withdrawn from one party, and 
ſerves to reprove and to convert them, is 
added to the other, and encourages and 


ſtrengthens them in their holy ways, and 


benevolent and pious meaſures. for the ſuc- 


ceſs of religion. It is moſt reviving to the 


ſaints to know of the holy diſpoſitions and 
worthy conduct of others, to know theſe 
things in the moſt ſatisfying manner, by 
their own company preferred and affected, 


their friendibip deſired and cultivated, and 


their example imitated, Says the affection- 


ate Apoſtle to the elec Lady, I rejoiced 


* greatly that I found of thy children walk 


ing in truth, and to his beloved Gaius ! 


* rejoiced greatly when the brethren came 


and teſtified of the truth that is in thee, e- 


ven as thou walkeſt in the truth.” I have no 


greater Joy than to hear that my children 
; Mi walk 
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Walk in the truth. So St Paul often ex- 
preſſes his gratitude and joy in knowing 
of the eſtabliſhment and comfort and pro- 
ſperity of the churches. Who can, indeed, 
explain the high delight, the heavenly joy 
of parents or of miniſters, in hearing of 
the Chriſtian diſpoſitions and conduct of 
their families or flocks ? Their happineſs 
is higher ſtill, in being witneſſes themſelves 
of their worthy charaQter being deſerved. 
But not parents and miniſters only expe- 
rience happineſs in knowing and beholds 


ing the holineſs of others. Becauſe of 
their relation unto them, their affection for 


chem, their prayers aad exertions in form— 
ing Chriſt in the hearts of their flocks and 
families, the ſatisfaction of minilters and 
parents inuſt be peculiarly exquitite in be- 
holding order, good works, and holy con- 
duct in thole who are ſo dear to them: 
But who is he who loves God and loves 
men, to whom it is not molt reviving and 
comfortable to ſee others walking in their 


ways? By others joiuing them, they ex- 
pec more ſuccels in counteracting the ef- 


forts 
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forts of the wicked: They are encouraged 
in their pious endeavours for promoting 


the intereſts of religion. They go on re- 


Joicing in advancing and ſecuring the pro- 


fit, the immortal intereſts of men. 


Thus, alſo, they rejoice, in the fourth 
place, in making the praiſes of the Lord 
glorious. The good aſſociate with the 
good, for the glory of God. 

It is ſurely ever an object near the heart 
of a real friend, that obloquy and reproach 
do not depreſs the name of him he loves, 
and that juſtice be done to his character. 
He delights in praiſing his friend, and, in 
others, celebrating his excellence. This 
ſatisfaction is heightened by being con- 
ſcious of the pleaſure he communicates in 
unfolding worth, exciting eſteem, and en- 
gaging in the imitation of virtue. This 
ſatisfaction muſt be greatly increaſed in his 
ſecuring the ſame advantages for others 
he himſelf has enjoyed, and in the pro- 
ſpect of the continuance of the happineſs 
of them all undiminiſhed, nay, increaſing 

for 


1 

for a great length of time. Who is there 
that does not inſtantly ſubſcribe to every 
one of theſe propoſitions ? With equal 
readineſs, it muſt be allowed, that it is un- 
ſpeakably delightful to the pious to pro- 
mote the glory of God, to promote the 
higheſt happineſs of men in promoting the 
glory of God, anticipating at once the 
work and the bliſs of immortality. It is 
the tranſporting hope of the pious that 
they ſhall meet together in the celeſtial re- 
gions, and rejoice in celebrating together 
the praiſes of Him that ſitteth on me throne, 
and of the Lamb. 

* When wiſdom entereth into the heart, 
and knowledge is pleaſant unto the ſoul, 
« diſcretion ſhall preſerve thee, underſtand- 
* ing ſhall keep thee, that thou mayeſt 
* walk in the way of good men and keep 
* the paths of the righteous,” for promoting 
and ſecuring, in the moſt effectual manner, 
your holineſs, for experiencing the retined 
delights of virtuous friendſhip, for for- 
warding the intereſts of religion in the 


world, for  Tendeing the praiſes of God 
delightful 


654) 


delightful and glorious: Are theſe objects 
dear to you? O enter not into the paths 
of the wicked, and go not into the way 
of evil men: Avoid it, paſs by it; turn 
from it, and paſs away: Walk ye in the way 
of good men, and keep the paths of the 
righteous. 18 


How much is it to be regretted, that the 
declared friends of God, and diſciples of 
Jeſus, are ſo little diſtinguiſhed by the re- 
cards and offices, and endearments of 
friendſhip ; that they contribute ſo little 
to each other's improvement and felicity ; 
that they do not promote by their union, 
by their countenance and efforts, as they 
might, the glory of God, and the ſalvation 
of the ſouls of men! By the name they 
aſſume, theſe they profeſs to conſider the 
objects of the laſt importance. Yet, alas 
many, I am afraid, well founded are the 
complaints, not of conformities only to the 
world, which might be alledged to be 
compatible with a preference of religion, 
but of diſcountenancing and diſcouraging 
the pious, as far at leaſt as diſtance and 

aka reſerve, 
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reſerve, jealouſies and ſuſpicions, eoldneſs 
and apparent diſlike, and even averſion, 
diſcourage and diſcountenance the pious. 
The charity that thinketh no evil, would 

_ willingly believe ſuch things uncommon, 
if not altogether impoſſible, in thoſe who 

| profeſs to be members of the ſame body, 
members one of another, engaged in the 
ſame work, enjoying the ſame pleaſures, 
and expecting the ſame felicity. But cha- 
rity itſelf is obliged to admit the report of 
experience, and cannot extinguiſh, how- 
ever much inclined, the conviction which 
ariſes from what it feels, moſt ſenſibly 
feels; from what ir obſerves, and obſerves 
often with regret and ſorrow, with con- 
tempt and diſguſt. 
Shall we explain the want of affection 
and attachment among Chriſtians, by al- 
ledging they are not Chriſtians but in name? 
This indeed is an eaſy and ſufficient ſolu- 
tion, but is a very painful one. No, there 
may exiſt faith, and hope, and charity, in 
thoſe who do not know one another. The 
_ pions 
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pious may be miſled ; may be prejudi- 
ced ; may take things by a wrong handle, 
and refuſe to cultivate with thoſe whom 
they ought to love and , honour, and with 
whom they ſhall thare the bliſs and joys 
of immortality. | 

It is alſo to be obſerved, that ſome ſuch 
occaſions not afforded them, in the real 
character of the pious, for encouraging 
themſelves in vice, the unexceptionable 
behaviour of the good has been conſtrued 
into a vindication of the wicked, and thus 
their worth has been queſtioned, and the 
friends of God been regarded and e 
as the enemies of religion. 

Theſe are ſome of the moſt honourable 
explanations of good men not walking 
with the good: They remind us of our 
Lord's exhortation, judge not: ſudge not 
raſhly of the diſpoſitions and characters of 
men: Judge with candonr : Judge with 
tenderneſs; rejoicing not in the diſcovery 
of evil, but in the unfolding of concealed 
worth, and in doing juſtice to injured ex- 
; = cellence. - 
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cellence. If our good may be evil ſpoken 
of, it is ſurely our wiſdom and our duty 
to cut off occaſion from thoſe who may 
ſeek occaſion. Give, my friends, no oc- 
calion to the enemies of religion, to blaſ- 
pheme what you in reality reverence, Give 
no occaſion to the friends of religion to 
exclude you from the number of the faith- 
ful, to exclude you from their good opi- 
nion, and from their hearts. 

But, with every candid conſtruction and 
charitable diſpoſition, we cannot overlook 
other cauſes of indifference, neglect, and 
averſion, among profeſſing Chriſtians. 

Pride looks down from her imagined e- 
minence, and deſpiſes the modeſt, the un- 
aſſuming, and unknown. | 
Party ſcorns the underſtanding, and ſu- 
ſpects the heart of thoſe who join not in 
her cry, who croſs her meaſures. 

nterfering intereſts quench affection, 
and lead to diſlike, and prepare for vio- 
| lence of ſpeech and action. 7 
* Diſ- 


„ 


Diſputation and contradiction ſow the 
ſeeds of animoſity and enmity. 
But do ſuch things as theſe become 


Chriſtians ? prove they not the weakneſs 
or ſuſpenſion of Chriſtian principles and 


Chriſtian diſpoſitions ? how injurious are 
they to the happineſs of Chriſtians and the 
intereſts of religion; giving occaſion alſo 
to the wicked to blaſpheme, and to perſe- 


vere in their irreligion ? I perſuade myſelf 


you have already anſwered this queſtion 
alſo, Do ſuch things become Chriſtian mi- 
niſters? In them they are eſpecially inju- 
rious to the happineſs of chriſtians and the 
intereſts of religion, occaſioning the wick- 


ed to blaſpheme, and to perſevere in their 


irreligion. 


Happy were it for themſelves, happy 


For the world, happy for the coming age, 


if, guarding againſt the unhallowed ſources, 
and the unhappy occaſions of diſtance, 
indifference, and diſlike, and all their train 
of miſchieſs; thoſe who bear the name of 
leſus were marked by the diſtinguiſhing 

character 
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character of Chriſtians ; that they loved 
each other with pure hearts, fervently en- 
couraging the righteous in their holy paths, 
inviting the ſtrangers of religion to taſte 
of her delights, reproving and converting 
the wicked, promoting the profit of many, 
and the glory of God. I conclude in the 
words of our Lord, Matth. 5. 13.—17. 
Ve are the ſalt of the earth; but if the 
* ſalt have loſt his ſavour, wherewith ſhall 
kit be ſalted? it is thenceforth good for- 
nothing but to be caſt out, and to be 
* troden under foot of men. Ye are the 
light of the world; a city that is ſet on 
an hill cannot be hid; neither do men 
* light a candie and put it under a buſhel, 
but on a candleſtick, and it giveth light 
* unto all that are in the houſe. Let your 
light ſo ſhine before men, that they may 


* ſee your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.“ 
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